
Stone Age Settlements

Paleolithic Mesolithic Neolithic

Key Knowledge
Chronology:
The children should understand that the Stone Age is part of 
pre-history. They should understand that this time period 
came before the Romans, Egyptians etc. 
How life changed during the Stone Age:
At the beginning of the Stone Age, people were hunter-
gatherers and were nomadic. 
By the end of the Stone Age, they began settling and there 
was more focus on agriculture.

Key Historical skills
• I can begin to understand the terms 

BC/AD and am able to place events on a 
timeline. 

• I can use evidence to describe and 
compare the past. 

• I can use evidence to investigate how and 
why life changed over time. 

• I can use a variety of sources to make 
deductions about the past.

• I am beginning to select and record 
relevant information 

• I can communicate my findings in a 
variety of ways. 

• I can answer historical questions using 
evidence. I can ask historically valid 
questions

Key Vocabulary

Agriculture – The farming of crops 

and animals for human use

Flaking – A process of shaping 

stone by chipping pieces off the 

edges

Hunter-Gatherer – A person who 

meets their needs by hunting 

animals and gathering plants

Microlith – Small, sharp stones 

used as arrow and spear heads

Tools – Objects used to improve 

the performance of a task

Settlement – A place where people 

build their homes

Useful links:
https://www.dkfindout.co
m/uk/histpry/stone-age/
https://www.bbc.com/bite
size/topics/z82hsbk
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Learning Sequence

1. When was the Stone Age?
Many people during the Stone Age were hunters and gatherers, which means they hunted and gathered food. People gathered all kinds of things, 
including nuts, fruits, and roots they dug up from the ground. They fished with nets and harpoons, then cut up their food with sharpened stone tools 
and cooked it over a fire.
Chronology helps us to put things in the order that they happened, the Stone age is split into three stages: Mesolithic, Neolithic and Palaeolithic

2. What was life like for people living in Stone Age Britain?
In Stone Age Britain, the biggest change for people was the shift from a nomadic hunter-gatherer lifestyle to a settled farming community during the 
"New Stone Age" (Neolithic period), where they began to domesticate animals, grow crops, and build permanent settlements, drastically altering their 
way of life by allowing them to stay in one place and produce their own food instead of relying solely on hunting and gathering wild resources.

3. How do artefacts help us understand about Life in the Stone Age?
We primarily know about life in the Stone Age in Britain through the discovery of artefacts like tools, weapons, and human remains left behind by 
people from that period, which archaeologists excavate and study, providing clues about how they lived, hunted, and interacted with their 
environment; as there were no written records from the Stone Age, these physical objects are our main source of information.

4. How did homes change from the Stone Age into the Iron Age?
The biggest change came about during the Neolithic period when people no longer had to move from place to place all year ‘chasing the food’ as they had begun 
to farm animals and grow crops. This allowed them to build more permanent structures, allowing for villages to begin to grow. Pupils carry out research on the 
Neolithic village of Skara Brae, answering questions as they do so. 

5. How Did Life Change in the Bronze Age? 
Life in Britain changed in many ways during the Bronze Age, including:
Metal tools: Bronze tools made farming easier, allowing people to clear forests and grow more crops.
Population growth: The ability to farm and hunt more efficiently supported a larger population.
New clothing: The loom was invented, and people began wearing woolen clothes.
I know when the Bronze Age began and why it is known as the Bronze Age. I can identify some of the ways life changed in the Bronze Age, and I can explain what 
Bronze Age artefacts tell us about life in the Bronze Age.

6. What was life like in the Iron Age?
I understand how the discovery of iron as a material for tools and weapons led to changes in how people lived in the Iron Age. I can explain the reasons why Iron 
Age people chose to live in hillforts, and how a hillfort protected the people living inside it.


